Seasons Scavenger Hunt



Name_______________ Pd._____
Below you will find links to websites. Please answer the following questions 
in full sentences, with a blank space on your paper between each answer.
Go to this link or click on it from the SMS Seasons page: http://www.crh.noaa.gov/lmk/?n=seasons
1. What is the major reason that we have seasons on earth?
2. What causes night? 
3. What causes day?
4. What name is given to the shape of the earth's orbit?
5. How many days does it take the earth to complete on orbit?
6. How does the tilt of the earth affect the changing temperature in each season on earth?
Scroll down to the table below.
7. Beginning with September 2012 through June 2013, list each of the four seasons and the date and time they begin using Pacific time (Times are listed using Eastern Standard Time, so subtract 3 hours)

8. Which of the seasons shown on the table always starts on the same day?
9. Look at the dates for Summer Solstice and Fall Equinox. Why do you think the dates change every four years?
10. Why is it easier to stand an egg on its small end on the day of an equinox?
Go to this link or click on this link from the SMS Seasons page: http://www.learner.org/jnorth/tm/ReasonsBack.html
11. How many hours does it take the earth to make one complete rotation?
12. The earth rotates and revolves in which direction, according to the website?
Click on "Daily Rotation" link
13. In what region in the United States do they see sunrise first?
14. At what angle does the earth tilt on its axis?
15. If the earth didn't tilt, describe how our climate would be different.

16. How would this affect day and night on most of the earth?

17. Would the intensity of the sun's light be different at the poles? Please explain.

Click on the "Seasons Simulator" picture. At the bottom of the page drag the red marker to September 22.
18. What is the name given to this day in the northern hemisphere?
19. What is the name given to this day in the southern hemisphere?
20. These two days are known as __________ because the Northern or Southern hemisphere neither tilts towards or away from the sun.
Drag the red marker to December 21.
21. What season is starting in the Southern hemisphere?

Click the back arrow and scroll down to Solstice –vs– Equinox
22. When the sun is at its most northerly path in the sky, what season is starting in the Southern hemisphere?
Go to this link or click on this link from the SMS Seasons page:
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/astronomy/planets/earth/Seasons.shtml
Read from “Seasons and Axis Tilt” down to the end of the “Equinoxes,” then scroll down and click on Earth’s Seasons Quiz  about 2/3 of the way down the page
23. Answer the quiz questions 1-10 in the space provided below.
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